ay 


Coaldale voters favor sto 


@ By COLLEEN VALIN 


Coaldale's $1 million storm wa- 
ter flood management project will 
be going ahead. 

Residents gave town council an 
affirmative vote during last 
Wednesday's plebiscite, indicating 
$566,300 of debenture borrowing 
for the municipality's portion to 
cover the cost of Phase 3 is favor- 
able. 

With 58 per cent of the 759 vot- 
er turnout casting ballots in favor 
of borrowing, 
town manager 


Ray Coad said 


"I wanted to see 


Program. 

The town manager said he was 
surprised to see the number of 
people come out for the vote, not 
many fewer than a regular elec- 
tion. 

Of the ballots cast 439 favored 
borrowing, while 317 were op- 
posed, with three spoiled ballots. 

"The turnout indicates this is 
obviously an issue with the elec- 
torate," he advised. "And it looks 
like the issue carried the day." 

He suggested the response also 
shows there is a 
good under- 
standing of the 


the project will 
start moving 
ahead as early as 
Tuesday, with 
council selecting 
the tender dur- 
ing its regular 
council meeting 


the majority of 
people make a 
choice on a highly 
debated issue, not 
just mayor and 
council. The demo- 


project and the 
need it will 
serve within the 
community. 
Plebiscite 
initiator Will 
Martin is also 
satisfied the 


that night. 

GE ika ham oS fey) 
plebiscite didn't 
really delay 
things, as the 
tenders weren't 
to be open until 
mid-May, so even 
though we had to 
go through this process it should- 
n't affect the project," he said. 

Coad expects second and third 
reading to the borrowing bylaw to 
be passed at that meeting also. 

The town portion offsets just 
over half the cost of the project, 
with the balance coming through 
the Canada/Alberta Infrastructure 


was 


E By STEPHEN RIPLEY 


Picture Butte residents will 
have a tangible reminder of last 
weekend's celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of Dutch liberation, 
even after the fond memories 
have faded. 

Dutch-Canadians from as far 
away as Bow Island and 
Crowsnest Pass spent approxi- 
mately $3,500 to have 34 spruce 
trees planted near the cenotaph 
in Lions Park. The donation was 
spearheaded by Roelof Scholten 
as part of Saturday’s Veterans 
Appreciation Day celebration. 

“These trees will be a legacy 
to the town on behalf of the 
Dutch community of southern 
Alberta,” said Scholten last week 
as the trees were being planted. 

The idea for the donation be- 
gan with Scholten, who found the 
cenotaph area rather barren 
when he visited it on previous 
Remembrance Days. 

“I thought it would be nice to 
have some shelter and protection 
from the wind,” he explained. 
“When this came up it gave me a 
golden opportunity to suggest it.” 

Scholten also wanted to make 
sure the people of Picture Butte 

never forget the sacrifice made 
by Canadian veterans in the 
Second World War. Although he 
was only five years old when the 
Netherlands was liberated, he re- 
members the Canadian soldiers 
coming down the streets of his 
hometown, throwing chocolate 


cratic process was 
what I was look- 
ing for and that 


plished." 


process of allow- 
ing town resi- 
dents to have a 
say in major 


projects was 
accom-  2chieved. 
Although the 


decision didn't 
go the way he 
had hoped, "I wanted to see the 
majority of people makea choice 
on a highly debated issue, not just 
mayor and council. The democratic 
process was what T was looking for 
and that was accomplished." 

Martin is disappointed only 20 
per cent of the eligible voters in 
Coaldale cast ballots. 


-Photo by Colleen Valin 


Coaldale voters cast ballots approving of the huge new storm drainage project. 


"For a town this size to have 
only 20 per cent of the people de- 
ciding of the fate or future of a 
town our size is disappointing,” he 
commented 

"I wish more people had taken 
an interest." 

With the changes tothe 
Municipal Government Act includ- 
ing provisions for public initiated 
plebiscites Coad expects to see 


more of them in the future. 

"I believe it's a sign of things to 
come," he stated. "Which will force 
municipalities to take a look at 
how it disseminates information." 

Using the storm water project 
as a example, Coad said the town 
was_criticized for not informing 
the people, but with staff short- 
ages, finding the appropriate 
funds needed to present the infor- 


mation in a way the public under- 
stands is costly. 

"But it looks like the way of the 
future so it puts pressure on mu- 
nicipalities to provide informa- 
tion." az 

Coad also said the new act puts 
pressure on the public to become 
informed in a relatively short peri- 
od of time on issues they may not 
be knowledgeable about. 
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Artist upset with council’s in-camera decision 


Picture Butte mural goes undercover 


E By STEPHEN RIPLEY 


_ The mural on the north wall of 
wees hockey rink is 

me and the arti i i 
Ahs artist who painted it 

“It’s just not right,” sa 
Darren Jones, who pent fone 
months creating the giant map of 
ts we ee visitors as 

rave i 
palo ed along Highway 

Last week it took another 
painter, hired by the town, only a 
couple of hours to paint over the 
mural, leaving a blank yellow 
wall where a controversial piece 
of art once stood. 

“A lot of citizens were not too 
pleased with (the mural),” reports 
assistant municipal administrator 
Diane Penner, adding the town 
has received a number of com- 
plaints about the mural since it 
was completed two years ago. 

Mayor Rick Casson says the 
complaints finally prompted the 
town to cover the mural up, just 
in time for Saturday's celebration 
marking the 50th anniversary of 
Dutch liberation. 

“There’s been a lot of sprucing 
up that’s been going on around 
town and this was just a part of 
it,” he notes. 

Town council discussed the 
matter in a closed meeting April 
24 before authorizing town ad- 


-Photo by Stephen Ripley 


Jim Kulka applies the finishing touches to the north wall of 
the North County Recreation Complex after painting over the 
mural which covered it for two years. 


ministration to obtain quotations 


low councillors to speak their 


to paint the wall. Casson says the minds on the issue. 


meeting was held in private to al- 


“We wanted to have a frank 


Town’s financial picture bright 


E By COLLEEN VALIN 


If an auditor’s report can be 
taken as proof positive, Coaldale’s 
financial position is good. 

During a review of the munici- 
pality’s 1994 financial statement, 
Dawson Berezan Partners char- 
tered accountant James Berezan 
informed elected officials, “finan- 
cially the 
Town of 
Coaldale is 
in a good fi- 


“looking into 
the future 
by making 
sure they 
have all 
things covered,” referring to major 
infrastructure upgrading such as 
the water and sewer treatment 
plants. 

The town currently carries a 


IRRIGATION PIPES 
REPAIRED 
End and sleeves 
pressed into pipes 
from 2” - 10” 
For high quality 
aluminum welding & 
general repairs call: 


Sid's Welding 
738-4583 


DAYS OR EVENINGS 


1 mile West & 1 mile 
South of Iron Springs 


debt load of $3.49 million, a drop 
of about $500,000 over the previ- 
ous year. 

The majority of the debenture 
payback covers the water and sew- 
er treatment plant upgrading. 

Of the full debt, Berezan noted 
66 per cent is covered by user fees 
through the support of utility pay- 
ments. 

This infor- 
mation 
pleased town 
manager Ray 
Coad, who 
said utilities 
including wa- 
ter, sewer and 
garbage pick- 
up is intended 
to be self-sus- 
taining. 

“We are in 
good shape 
and comparable with other munic- 
ipalities for utility rates, plus all 
our infrastructure is in place for at 
least the next 25 years,” he said. 

Continuing on a downtrend for 


Ed Penner of th 
presenting 


1995, the repayment of debentures 
will drop to half of the 1994 pay- 
ment. Thereafter it will maintain 
a decline until 1999. 

Coaldale currently carries a per 
capita debt load of $635, compared 
to the Alberta Municipal Affairs 
four-year average of $1,006 for 
towns. Large urban centres are 
registered at $1,355 per capita. 

“Coaldale is on track with what 
council said it would do,” stated 
Coad. “Our goals are being met 
and we are in a favorable financial 
position. If we continue on track 
we will certainly continue to enjoy 
that position.” 

Since losing a quarter of a mil- 
lion dollars in government grant 
support, Coad said Coaldale has 
managed to reduce expenses while 
generating revenues to offset 
costs. 

He credits all municipal em- 
ployees for their contribution to- 
ward debt reduction. 

Copies of the financial state- 
ment are available to the public at 
the town office. 


PEDIGREED 
SEED ‘95 


explains. 

had been ob- 
the decision 

tained, ere a eS job was 


neil over the phone 


made by cou regular public 


rather than in a 


Seeding time is here again! 


ting. 3 
e gotten to the point yera have a good S a 
trying to run things by a rere quality, high germination seed 
every two weeks just 180 Waa 

ient,” he says. : : 
Re he now lives in 
Rimbey, says he didn’t learn of | / HARD RED SPRING 
ils ision until the m 
council’s decision te 


already destroyed. 
he edmnits he heard some am: 
plaints from town officials an 
businesses, he says residents 
should have had more input into 
the decision. i : : 
“ls it a democratic society or 2 
controlled by just a few people? 
he asks. 
Jones says he has aie 
i ic 
signed by town officials, w. 
guaranteed the mural would be 
displayed for at least five years. 
“They gave me their word that 
it would stay up for the duration 
of the contract,” he claims. I do- 
nated four months of labor to it 


/ MALT BARLEY 

/ SILAGE BARLEY ... | 
/ FEED BARLEY 

S OATS (nee ener 


/ SPECIAL CROPS ... | 


For “Quality You Can Seed” Cal 


CHIN RIDGE 


and I went through hell for it but SEED PROCESSORS 
I never broke my contract.” 

According to Casson, the town Taber, Alberta 
never broke any agreements el- pod 
ther. 

“I don’t believe there was any (403) 223-3900 
signed contract,” he says. 


Coulee Kickers Soccer Tryouts 


for the Southern Alberta Summer Games will be 
held on the following dates: 
May 27th - 10:00 a.m. - Quad Soccer Pitches 
(Coaldale) 


June 3rd - 10:00 a.m. - Dorothy Dalgiesh School 
(Picture Butte) 


Contacts: 
Terry Hanna - 345-5043 - Marvin Bebek - 732-4151 


CALL FOR APPLICATION 
C. A. MacLean Journalism Bursary 


Help us locate a deserving individual from your 
community who would like to pursue a career in 
journalism and could use a little help to get started 


wo Albertans will receive bursaries of $1,500 
2 each co-sponsored by the Alberta Energy Company Ltd. 
(AEC) and the Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association 
(AWNA). 
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Chinook Foos Fare 


Con. #1 US Grown 
GREEN PEPPERS 


69. 


Can. #1 US Grown 
NEW RED POTATOES 


Te’ S all i in the ee : 


Playing croquet is a game of skill and talent, not to men- 
tion patience, as Tammy Skiba and her son Landon learned 
during the 3rd Coaldale Cubs Mother's Day outing 
Wednesday. The group hosted their moms to a game, before 
treating them to refreshments. 


Can. #1 US Grown 
CAULIFLOWER 


99. 


Imported F 


CANTALOUPE 


49. 


Green Seedless 


GRAPES 


County FCSS cutbacks 
could have wide impact 


@ By STEPHEN RIPLEY 


County of Lethbridge residents 
may not be the only people affected 
by the county’s decision to cut fund- 
ing for Barons-Eureka-Warner 
Family and Community Support 
Services. 

Although their communities 
still support FCSS, residents of 
Picture Butte, Coaldale, Coalhurst 
and Barons could lose programs if 
the county goes ahead with plans 
to withhold $32,000 in funding for 
1995-96 and $107,312 for 1996-97. 

“It’s very difficult for us to offer 
p which reflect the County 
of Lethbridge cuts without affect- 
ing your community,” Greg Pratt, 
the chief executive officer of FCSS, 
told Picture Butte town council 
earlier this month. “If they keep it 
up we will have to cut programs.” 

Parenting program co-ordinator 
Marilyn Perry said FCSS services 
in Picture Butte have been in 
greater demand in recent months, 
with increased attendance in a 
number of workshops and pro- 
grams. 

“There is overall a greater use of 
our services,” she confirmed. 

Statistics presented to town 
council show 16 Picture Butte resi- 
dents sought counselling through 
FCSS last year, with 18 more re- 
questing the service in the first 


quarter of 1995. Also this year, 70 
people have attended six work- 
shops in the community with topics 
including anger management, sep- 
aration and loss, and building self- 
esteem. 

Pratt said these and many other 
programs offered in Picture Butte 
and other communities could be 
threatened by the County of 
Lethbridge cuts. In addition to the 
possibility of eliminating some pro- 
grams, she said the cuts make it 
difficult for FCSS to cover the re- 
gion equally since it will be faced 
with the task of charging hefty 
user fees to county residents. 

“In order for a regional system 
to work, everything has to be of- 
fered on a regional basis,” he ex- 
plained, adding he and his 
colleagues will have some hard 
choices to make next year when 
further cuts are expected. 

“We are going to have to deter- 
mine where our priorities lie.” 

Among the top priorities, said 
Pratt, is protecting the welfare of 
the people FCSS was created to 
help. He said preventive programs 
are a relatively inexpensive way to 
reduce the strain on an already 
overloaded health care system. 

“If we resolve the social prob- 
lems in society, the great majority 
of health problems will take care of 
themselves,” said Pratt. 


HOMELIFE HIGHER STANDARDS would like to welcome 
LEEON HAGE and COLIN DAVY to their Real Estate Sales 


Team. 


We as a Company are confident that they will carry on the 
HIGH STANDARD of Professionalism that has been set by 
their Fathers KENT AND GORDON. 
FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS, CALL LEEON 
E OR COLIN AT 732-4567 OR 329-4663 


316 - Jamison Ave. 


COLIN DAVY 


Picture Butte 
732-4567 


LEEON HAGE 


12 Pak - 355 mi 


PEPSI, 7-UP 


4.29. 


BLADE STEAK 


1.49. 


remem? y A 


Deli Roast 


Beer RE 100a i 19 


Chicken 
Breast ....... 100g. 1 09 


Corned 


Beef ........ 100g. 1 OD 


Generic 4 L 


FROOT LOOPS 


ICE CREAM 
2.7 9w gr 2.99, Coupon 
a Jelly Powders 


Kraft Sdad pesing 
500 ml... 3 


EE 


‘LUCERNE YOGURT 500g. 
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Those without a horse, piled into wagons to raise mon: 
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ey for Lethbridge Handicapped 


Riding Association’s therapeutic riding program. Riders collected pledges before taking 


the two-hour ride. 


Sebo sisters Marie (left), Alynda (centre) and Arianna 
(right), known as the Coulee Fiddlers, play a tune while 
riders prepare for the Lethbridge Handicapped Riding 
Association’s Ride for Dreams May 13. 


Ride for 
dreams 


Taking a two-hour horse or car- 
riage ride Saturday was more than 
that; it was an opportunity to help a 
charity. 

The Lethbridge Handicapped 
Riding Association held a Ride for 
Dreams to help its therapeutic riding 
program. 

Association president Donna 
Murray said 60 per cent of the 400 
people who use the Rainbow Riding 
Centre are special needs riders. 

“Twenty-six schools are bringing 
their special needs students to us so 
we're glad that they’re recognizing 
how rewarding riding can be,” she 
said. “There’s physical, psychological 
and educational benefits involved 
with it.” 

Horse or wagon riders brought 
pledges to raise the money. Murray 
wasn’t able to say how much was 
raised Saturday, but she hoped it 
would exceed the $13,000 raised last 
year. 

“Some people bring in as much as 
$25,000, some people bring in $50,” 
she said. “Every little bit helps. It’s 
all greatly appreciated.” 

Murray said the program and the 
centre depend on volunteers and 
fund raisers’ rather than the govern- 
ment. 

The money raised helps keep 
prices low to make it easier for peo- 
ple to participate, Murray said. 


FARM & HOME SAFETY 


Ne 


2 


Wednesday, June 7, 1995 


få 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Picture Butte Curling Rink 


Children come out and complete your “Safety. Card” 
at the participating business and enter the dra 


barrel for valuable door prizes. 


PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES 


PROPOSED ACTIVITY ¢ 


Alberta Wheat Pool ......----- Safe Farm Chemical Handling 
ROMP sre aches = ose diets area Recreational Safe’ 


Lethbridge Northern Irrigation District 
Harry Watson Farm Supply... -.++>++= seme 
TransAlta Utilities ..-....-.---.rrrrrnrte „Ele 
United Farmers of Alberta .......----- 

Alberta Agriculture 
Butte Home Hardware ....-- 

Picture Butte Fire Department ..-..-- 
Butte Motors & Farm Supply .---+-+ 


» + tad nae Canal S 


js * Sewing Notons Children’s Butt 


10% OFF 
ANY PURCHASE 


In our newly expanded premises 
COME AND SEE WHAT WE'VE ADDED TO OUR STORE 


KID CONNECTIONS 


732-5141 e Picture Butte 


Children’s Buttons * Chilare 


* Baby Gilts’ Dyno Duds 


ikle Fritz 


nes- Dyno Duds” Sewing Notions 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING gy 
COUNTY OF LETHBRIDGE NO, 2. 


NDMENT TO THE COUN 
AMEN LETHBRIDGE NO. 26 LAA 


LAND USE BY-LAW NO. 806 
AND AMENDMENTS THERETO 


IN THE MATTER OF PART 6, SECTION 139 
OF THE PLANNING ACT, BEING 
CHAPTER P-9 OF THE REVISED 

STATUES OF ALBERTA, 1980 


AND IN THE MATTER OF THE COUNTY OF 
LETHBRIDGE NO. 26 BY-LAW NO. 1094 
BEING A BY-LAW TO AMEND BY-LAW NO. 
806 AND AMENDMENTS THERETO, BEING 
THE LAND USE BY-LAW 


TAKE NOTICE THAT ON MONDAY, THE Sth DAY OF JUNE, 1995 at the 
hour of 4:30 p.m. o'clock in the County of Lethbridge Administration Council 
Chambers, the Council of the County of Lethbridge No. 26 will hold a Public 
Hearing pursuant to the Planning Act, to consider the proposed By-Law No, 
1094 to amend By-Law No. 806 and amendments thereto, known as the 
Land Use By-Law. 


AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that the proposed By-Law No. 1094 will 
affect the following areas: 


East 1/2 of the North West 1/4 of Section2, Township 13, 
Range 21 West of the 4th Meridian containing approximately 
80 acres more or less. 

(As shown on attached sketch) 


AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE 


i 


Editor, The News: 

Palliser Regional Schools 
Division gave up about $100,000 
per year which could have gone 
straight into the classrooms for our 
children. They did this by voting to 
allow the administrative offices to 
remain in the County of 
Lethbridge office building until 
August 1998. 

The Town of Vulcan had offered 
to lease the former courthouse in 
Vulcan to Palliser Regional Schools 
for $1 per year. Palliser would 
have been responsible for utilities 
and any renovations. It was esti- 
mated that renovations would 
have been around $10,000. 

The only drawback to this pro- 
posal seemed to be that it was in 
the Town of Vulcan, which is in the 
County of Vulcan. Neither admin- 
istration nor trustees from the old 
County of Lethbridge were in favor 
of removing the administration 
from the City of Lethbridge to one 
of the locations in the jurisdiction. 

Over the past several months 
offers and requests have been 
made to Palliser Regional Schools 
by a number of towns to locate 
their administrative headquarters 

in the region instead of in the City 
of Lethbridge, although the offer 
from Vulcan was the only concrete 


seems life has made plans for me. 


About the only thing I planned on that 


came true was my childhood wish 


cowgirl. Being born and raised in Montreal 
r F ducive to becoming a cow- 


wasn’t exactly con 
girl, but I didn’t know that, thank 
If we spend too much 
all the possible obstacles. 
anywhere in life. Being naive 


es, 
It helps to be the you 
family, where dreams an: 
cerned. The oldest in 
the burden of baag e m z 
one of the parents. By tne 
is born, parents and relatives 


what you do as long as you doarme 


My older sisters 


I've rarely made plans for life but it 


time thinking about 
les, we'd never get 
has its advan- 


ngest in a large 
d goals are con- 
the family often bears 
licate the life of 
the youngest 
don’t care 


I THOUGHT HE 
PROMISED TO po £ 
AS MUCH WORK 
IN THE GARDEN 


YEAH—BUT 
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TWO TIMES NOTHING 


Letters to the editor 


proposal with an actual building. 
The other offers were simply invi- 
tations to come to a location and 
look for a place to build or buy. 

The offer from the Town of 
Vulcan is the only one which could 
qualify for the Sparsity and 
Distance Grant from Alberta 
Education. This grant is available 
to regions when administrative 
headquarters are located more 
than 40 kilometres from a major 
urban centre. It is to assist boards 
with higher instructional costs be- 
cause of smaller schools, lower en- 
rolments and greater distances. It 
goes directly into the classroom; it 
could even go into ECS. It is not for 
administration. This is where the 
$100,000, would have come from. 

Tax dollars from our Palliser re- 
gion are now going to support the 
city. Our administrators live in 
Lethbridge (except for a few who 
are commuting from the County of 
Vulcan), support staff live in 
Lethbridge, maintenance people 
live in Lethbridge, even a large 
number of our teachers live in 
Lethbridge because it is convenient 
and handy to the administrative 
headquarters. They are following 
the lead of our administrators. 

Our tax dollars should be stay- 
ing in our region. Our staff should 


of being a 
least I had a goal. 
goodness. 


, nurses 


and secretaries. When I was about to finish 
high school, I announced that I wanted to go 
to agriculture college and someday become a 
cowgirl and a farmer. My parents were 
thrilled and not the least bit surprised. At 


To this moment, I know where I have 
been but I still have no idea where I am go- 
ing. This does not bother me in the least. In 
fact I thrive on the suspense. If I knew I 
was going to write the Great Ca , 
Novel, I probably would lose nt 

iting. If I knew I would 


Palliser should support region 


live in our region, send their chil- 
dren to our schools, buy groceries 
in our stores, support our commu- 
nity organizations, and be part of 
our rural life. 

Another consequence of remain- 
ing in the County of Lethbridge of- 
fice building until Aug. 31, 1996 is 
that after Aug. 31, 1995 a regional 
board will need permission from 
the minister of education to spend 
money in designated reserves to 
build or buy office space. This mon- 
ey in reserves has been saved over 
many years of careful money man- 
agement by the “old” boards. 

In this day and age of comput- 
ers, fax machines and efficient 
transportation, the location of a 
physical plant is less important. 
The Town of Vulcan has all the 
amenities a resident could wish 
for, plus easy access to Calgary and 
Lethbridge. 

The decision of Palliser 
Regional Schools is regrettable. 
The bottom line is that concerns 
for our children’s education and 
making the best use of our tax dol- 
lars do not seem to be top priority 
with the majority of Palliser 
Regional board trustees. 

Rita Scobie 
Wheat Country 
Ratepayers Association 


From the other side... a writer 
By Debby Gregorash  _ 


Let life do the planning be- 


baby in his high chair. 
before him. There 


sat and feli 
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Editorial 


Concealing the mural 
and council debate 


The recent decision to paint over a mural on the north wall 
of Picture Butte’s hockey rink offers an interesting insight in- 
to election-year politics. 

Instead of running the risk of offending voters who may 
have liked the mural or known the artist, town council decid- 
ed to discuss the matter behind closed doors. When it was 
time for a final decision a few phone calls, rather than a regu- 
lar council meeting, was the chosen route. 

In short, council did everything it could to ensure nobody 
knew of its plans for the mural until it was too late. 

It may not have been the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, but 
Darren Jones’s mural was the product of a lot of hard work 
and money. About $7,000 was raised from local businesses, 
each of which paid $100 to be included on the map he paint- 
ed. 

With so much invested by so many people, council must 
have known there would be some opposition to the removal of 
the mural. But instead of publicly stating their case and list- 
ing the many complaints they had received about the mural, 
town officials decided to cover it up — literally. 

Council’s actions set a dangerous precedent for local gov- 
ernment. If this relatively minor decision can be made with- 
out public knowledge or consent, other more important issues 
may be resolved the same way. 5 

Town councils and other elected bodies hold public meet- 
ings to ensure decisions are being made for the right reasons. 
They are only supposed to close their doors for matters involv- 
ing town personnel and land acquisition, where publicity 
could cause undue harm to the town’s interests. Decisions 
which could affect the popularity of councillors do not qualify. 

Even with the mural gone the writing remains on the wall 
— in politics, you can’t be afraid to hurt someone’s feelings. 
Picture Butte town council needs to accept this and go about 

its business in a more open manner in the future. Continued 
secrecy will only arouse public suspici 


General Delivery 
Picture Buite, AB. 
TOK 1V0 
732-4045 


ne 
me 
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$ $ -Photo by Nova Pierson 
Gerrit Sinke holds up one of his 11 prickly pets. 


County entrepreneur 
tests hedgehog market 


E By NOVA PIERSON 


Nice to look at, nice to hold... 

Gerrit Sinke’s hedgehogs actual- 
ly are nice to hold — if you give 
them a minute to calm their quills. 

The 18-year-old has been breed- 
ing the palm-sized animals on his 
family farm near Iron Springs 
since last September. 

“I bought nine,” he says. “It was 
kind of interesting. It seemed dif- 
ferent. You can also make good 
money with it.” 

The most hedgehogs Sinke has 
had at one time has been 24. He’s 
down to 11 now and is trying to sell 
the whole lot because he can’t take 
care of them and attend the 
Southern Alberta Institute of 
Technology at the same time. 

But the little animals, which 
look like a cross between a hamster 
and a porcupine, are easy to take 

-care of. 

“I just feed them cat food,” Sinke 
says. “They just need a pinch a day 
because they're used to eating bugs 
and spiders. Since you can’t run 
around all day catching bugs you 
just feed them cat food.” 

Sinke adds they might be 
sneaking spiders behind his back; 
he hasn't noticed any in the room 
he keeps them in. 

Sinke says hedgehogs are great 


pets. 

“It’s not like having pigs,” he 
says. “They get really close to their 
(owner). They learn the smell of 
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your hand.” 

Sinke says hedgehogs are a lit- 
tle hesitant around strangers. 

“But as soon as you start hold- 
ing them they'll get used to you,” he 
says. 

Although most of Sinke’s hedge- 
hog buyers are breeders, he says 
they make great pets. 

“They're totally ðdorless,” he 
says. “They don’t shed their quills 
so you can't be allergic to them.” 

He says he sold one pair to a 
family in Vulcan. 

“She just lets them run around 
— the kids just love them,” Sinke 
says. 

Most importantly, unlike ham- 
sters or rodents hedgehogs use lit- 
ter. 

“They do run around on a ham- 
ster wheel,” Sinke says. “But they 
love discovering the room. You just 
put them on the floor and let them 


go... 

Sinke has to keep his hedgehogs 
warm — they need to be in a tem- 
perature of 22 C to 23 C or they go 
into hibernation and don’t wake up 
until they're warm. 

Sinke says the hedgehogs — of- 
ten called the pet of the ‘90s — are 
kind of hard to pick-up when 
they’re mad as they raise their 


But, he admits, he will be sad to 
see his semi-prickly friends go. 

“I wasn’t really in it for the 
money but more for the experi- 
ence,” he says. 
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Holy 
Spirit 
adopts 
calendar 


Catholic school children in the 
area will be following the same 
school schedule as public school 
students in their community, Holy 
Spirit Catholic School Board decid- 
ed Wednesday. 

Concerns with transporting stu- 
dents was one factor contributing 
to the board voting to adopt the 
200-day calendars. $ 

“If our schools were in operation 
and theirs were not, the buses 
would still run,” said deputy supt. 
Cully Poston. 

Poston said Alberta Education 
charges daily for bus use but the 
public school board would not 
charge the separate board despite 
this. The separate board decided to 
follow the public schedule even 
though to do otherwise wouldn't 
cost extra. 

“I think it would be better for 
the community at least until we get 
a handle on transportation and re- 
gionalization,” Poston said. 

Of the 200 days, 190 are set 
aside for classroom instruction. 
Three are professional develop- 
ment days and seven have been set 
aside for other non-instructional 
days like parent-teacher interviews 
and professional development. 

The board hopes to implement 
spiritual development days for 
staffysaid Supt. Frank Letain. 
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NORTH COUNTY 4-H 


Show & Sale 


Picture Butte Sportsplex 


JUNE 7, 1995 
SHOW 3 P.M. x SALE 6 PM. 
Clubs participating: 
@ Lethbridge Northern 


@ Barons - Carmangay 
@ Turin 4-H Beef 


SPECIAL SALE OF 4-H CALF 
PROCEEDS TO STARS 


Hope to see you there! 
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Linda Egli, Gerty Heinen and E 
Immanuel Christian School board. 
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for St. Joseph’s School 
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dward DeHaan stand holding gifts and flowers from the 


Trio honored for 80 years service 


E By NOVA PIERSON 


a E a 

Three county residents who put 

at least a quarter of a century into 

Immanuel Christian school were 

among four people recognized at an 
open house Thursday. 

Linda Egli, who lives near Park 
Lake, and Gerty Heinen of Picture 
Butte were recognized for 25 years 
of teaching. Sara Slomp, who lives 
near Nobleford, was recognized for 
her 30 years of driving bus. 
Lethbridge resident Edward 
DeHaan, a high school math 
teacher, was recognized as well for 
working 25 years at Immanuel 
Christian. 

“It shows a lot of commitment 
and faithfulness to the school,” 
says vice-principal Henry Heinen. 
“It shows a great love for children.” 

Slomp says it was the love for 
her job that kept her going all the 
years. 

“I enjoy doing what I’m doing,” 
she says. 

Slomp says she not only gets to 
watch as children grow up but she 
now has second generation stu- 
dents on her bus. 

“I used to drive the parents and 
now I drive the children,” she says. 

Like Egli and Heinen, Slomp is 
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overwhelmed by the recognition. 

“T feel rather shy about such cel- 
ebrations,” Egli says. 

E aroa l love for the job is 
wha ept her at I 
EaR mmanuel 

“If I was going to be in any occu- 
pation, I’d be in teaching,” she 
says. 

Egli and Heinen have both 
taught grades four, five and six but 
have settled now with the sixth 
grade. 

“That’s a very good age group,” 
Egli says. “They’re very curious; 
they're very independent.” 

Egli says at that age students 
love getting into projects and try- 
ing different things. Heinen agrees. 

“They have a certain level of 
maturity so you can discuss things 
with them,” Heinen says. “But 
there’s still a really strong bond be- 
tween student and teacher.” 

Neither teacher enjoys dealing 
with what Heinen describes as “the 
difficult teen years.” 

But there is one thing besides 
the students that has kept Heinen 
at Immanuel Christian. 

“Christian education is some- 
thing I strongly believe in,” she 
says. “I feel it’s important that chil- 
dren are aware that this is God’s 
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world.” 

Heinen says the parents of stu- 
dents have been very supportive. 
Egli says this is very important to 
education on a whole. 

“You can talk about good teach- 
ers and that’s fine,” she says. “But 
backing up the education system is 
the home. The root of good educa- 
tion is good families.” 

The effort made by Immanuel 
Christian to thank these people for 
their contribution to the school is 
appreciated by all of them, they 
say. 

“It’s just a great feeling,” says 
Slomp. “I appreciate it — I really 
do.” 


About 150 people showed up at 
the open house and students 
crowded around the gymnasium 
doors to watch. Friends and family 
of the honorees, as well as school 
administration and school board 
members, spoke to congratulate 
and thank the four for their contri- 
butions to the school. 


E By NOVA PIERSON 


On the same day the people of 
Coaldale approved the town’s 
storm sewer project, the separate 
school board also joined in, ap- 
proving a retention pond on the 
grounds of St. Joseph’s School. 

“The Town of Coaldale has 
been having a lot of problems with 
flooding,” said secretary-treasurer 
Karel Meulenbroek. 

As part of the project the town 
will attempt to control flooding 
which occurs at the intersection of 
23rd Avenue and 13th Street by 
sloping a portion of St. Joseph’s 
playground to act as a dry pond to 
collect water. 

Meulenbroek told the board 
school principal Helen Virginillo 
foresees no problem with the pro- 
ject and children will be able to 
use the area except when it is 
flooded. 

But Coaldale trustee Larry 
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trict, fully landscaped. 
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A project of PITCH-IN CANADA in conjunction with 
The Environment Progr U 


$1,000 Finders Fee 


$140,000 - Historic 2,000 square foot turn of 
the century brick house. Green House, opera- 
tional kennels, pond - 80 year old fruit trees, 4 
acres, 15 minutes to Lethbridge - Park Lake dis- 


Spiess had concerns about the 
safety of children. 

“If this thing should happen to 
fill up during the day then we 
have the concern of a lake out 
there,” Spiess said. 

Meulenbroek assured the board 
if the pond filled someone from the 
town would be there to drain the 
area, or at the very least block it 
off. 

The board approved the storm- 
sewer project on the basis that: 

— the safety of children is pre- 
served; 

— the board incurs no costs re- 
lating to replacing the existing in- 
frastructure, like the sprinkler 
system which will have to be 
moved for the work; and 

— the site is returned to the 
specifications approved by the 


ard. 
“It’s definitely a needed solu- 


tion to a lot of the draining prob- 
lems in Coaldale,” Spiess said. 
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AUCTION SALE 


Chinook Arch Regional Library System is hosting a fundraising auction 


1:00 p.m. May 27, 1995 
at 2902 7th Avenue North, Lethbridge. 


Money raised will go towards our telecommunications network that links 20 public 
libraries in southwest Alberta. 


Some featured items are; Winwell hockey stick donated and signed by Don Cherry; 
hundreds of brand new book titles donated by Leona King of Macabee’s Booksellers; 
quality lumber; 2” - 6” scrap pipe; sawdust hopper with pipes and motor; vertical 
blinds; filing cabinets; one pot teapot; 9 place settings Oneida flatware; roasting pan; 
tape player; power sprayer; whirl-a-wash; bird feeders; pot pourri burner; hand carved 
cherry wood loon donated by Wes Hedley; A Prairie Alphabet by Yvette Moore and Jo 
Bannatyne - Cugnet; romantic getaway donated by the Flamingo Motel, Cardston; 2 
toilets; 2 sinks; 2 overhead unit heaters; eight track/turntable stereo; stereo speakers; 
walkman speakers; track suit; antique Swift's lard bucket; waterskis; television; 2 floor 
heaters; garage door; miscellaneous office desks; miscellaneous office chairs; filing cabi- 
nets; fluorescent bulbs and light fixtures; lawn ornament; k J 


Ed 


Chevrolet V200 half-ton truck donated by Mike Dawson; 
Glenn Logan; aquarium; t-shirt donated by Let Hurri 
ed by Lethbridge Hurricanes; candle and 

donated by Wits End Game Company 
Allen Brothers boat and bait house 


sional baseball club; Tee 
Imperial Fashions; one m 
donated by Pennylane | 


fifty dollar gift 
Bernard Callebaut | 
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ELECTRICITY 
Solar Powered, 
Battery Charges, 
Maintainers, 
For ALL your 
R.V. and 
Vehicle Needs 


345-2261 
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PICTURE BUTTE 

Thursday Afternoon 

1:45 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
DOUGLAS D. MILLAR 

at 
G&E Insurance 
338 Highway Ave. North 
Picture Butte 


732-4252 


or 
327-5716 
Lethbridge Office 
200 Chancery Court 
200 - 4th Street South 
Lethbridge, Alberta 


The Picture Butte Community Centre was 
filled with doctors, nurses, displays and in- 
terested residents for a recent health fair. 
Among the highlights was a demonstration 
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LOT 1 —2” Aluminum Irrigation Pipe 
- 68 lengths of 40’ pipe with end risers 

- 13 lengths of 20’ pipe with end riser 

- 12 end plugs 

- 12 valve openers, 2” outlets 


LOT 2 - 4” Aluminum Irrigation Pipe 
- 42 lengths of 40’ pipe with end risers 

- 1 length of 30’ pipe with end risers 

- 3 lengths of 25’ pipe with end risers 

- 4 lengths of 40’ pipe with end risers, dam- 
aged 

- 6 end plugs 

- 3 valve openers 
-1-T 

- 3 continuous T’s 


LOT 3 - 5” Aluminum Irri 
- 64 lengths of 40’ pipe with en 
- 1 length of 30’ pipe with end ris 
- 1 length of 25’ pipe with end ris 
- 1 length of 40’ pipe with 
- 1 end plug oe 
-2valveopeners = — 

-3 - 5”x4” reducers 
- 1 continuousT 


-Photo by Stephen Ripley 


by registered nurse Elsie Bulva, who 
showed Dorothy Dalgleish School students 
the basics of cardio-pulmonary resuscita- 
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Holy Spirit support 
not expected to fade 


after being told their rate 
drop by three per cent. ° va 

“A lot of people have been 
ing we're paying a lot of i 
ready,” O'Donnell said. te iaj 
some people will be hit hard.” ure | 

The increase in separate 
taxes is the result of ine i 
government efforts to a i ; 
mill rates paid by public and i 
rate school supporters, Pie if 
Butte must also cover $18,009 that $ 
was not collected last year afte f 
the town did not receive correct rot 
sessments from the province on 1E 
tax notices had already been pret TE 
pared. Half of that amount will be : I 
charged to this year’s tax notices 
with the remainder to be collected 
next year. 


school system. 

“If you're paying more now 
you've been getti 
past,” said trustee el Dimn 
of the 11 per cent requisition in- 
crease. “There wouldn't be any real 
benefit to supporting the public 
schools instead because eventually 
you're going to pay the same.” — 

Trustee Del Homulos said a 
drop in enrolment wouldn't affect 
the school system as they work on 
money handed down from the gov- 
ernment. But, he added, the in- 
crease isn't that bad. 

“I guess we could look at 
Picture Butte and say they're for- 
tunate because some areas like 
Banff have increased by 200 per 
cent,” Homulos said at last 
Wednesday’s Holy Spirit meeting 
in Lethbridge. 

Picture Butte’s trustee said as 
far as she knows, no one is too up- 
set about the tax increase. 

“There has been very little talk 
of it so far,” said Susan O'Donnell. 
“I think a lot of people were un- 
aware of it.” 

O’Donnell said after the meet- 
ing people might be initially sur- 
prised by the increase, especially 
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LOT 5 

1 - 20-30 h.p. - 3 phase electric motor with 
sae Berkley Pump with 3” intake and 2” 
outle i 


LOT 6 
1- 1982 GMC 1/2 ton - Unit #64 
Serial #2GTDC14L0C1522669 


Tenders by lot only. Lots 
the pilare Coun 
ina 


